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Disclaimer:
The followed protocol will be considered an appendix to the PCCCT Code of Conduct, as such in the event of any contradiction the Code of Conduct will take precedence.

Protocol:
In the event of a notification of a possible breach of race rules by a runner or runners, the Race Manager must be informed as soon as practically possible following the completion of the race.

Following receipt of such a report the Race Manager will as soon as practically possible (in order):
1. Inform the results officials that the race results are subject to a stewards’ investigation, and thus are provisional and must not be announced prior to further communication from the Race Manager indicating that the investigation has been completed
2. Inform the runner(s) alleged to have committed the breach of the investigation
3. Convene a race stewards committee to investigate the breach, consisting of:
a. The club President (or their delegate)
b. The Race Manager (or their delegate)
c. Two (2) additional members of the club committee

The stewards committee shall (in order):
1. Call any witnesses they see fit to provide evidence
2. Attempt to the best of their ability to make a determination as to the status of the protest as soon as practically possibly following the completion of the race. This determination shall be binding under the provisions of article 12 of the race conditions (Information for Members in handbook)
3. Communicate the findings of the committee to the Race Manager

Upon receipt of the stewards’ findings, the Race Manager shall (in order):
1. Communicate to the runner(s) involved of the decision and reasoning of the stewards committee
2. Inform the results officials of the findings and their impact on the race results allowing these to be finalised and announced to the race field at large
3. If necessary, provide details of the breach and findings to the club President (if he/she was not part of the race stewards committee) for further investigation as per the Code of Conduct of the club

Situations requiring reporting may include but not be limited to:
· runner taking the wrong course
· runner interfering with another runner
· runner using pacing in contravention of article 14 of the race conditions (Information for Members in handbook) 
· runners running in contravention of article 11 of the race conditions (Information for Members in handbook)
· runners not following the directions of marshals or instructions delivered at pre-race briefings.
· runner running from incorrect handicap if earlier than their correct handicap 
· unsportsmanlike behaviour

Race penalties 
The decisions available to the stewards will include (but not be limited to):
· No breach of the rules occurred and therefore no penalty applies
· An inadvertent breach of the rules occurred but no penalty other than a reminder/warning is warranted as it did not affect the race result
· An inadvertent breach of the rules occurred (eg, going the wrong way) which did affect the result of the race, then

· the runner will be classified as did not finish (DNF)
· no finishing position will be awarded to the runner
· the runner will not be awarded any season consistency points from this race
· a race start will be awarded
· any penalty under handicapper consistency points will be subject to the discretion of the handicapper

· A deliberate breach of the rules occurred, then
 
· the runner will be disqualified from the race and:
· no finishing position will be awarded to the runner
· the runner will not be awarded any season consistency points from this race
· a race start will be awarded	Comment by Jason Scott: For consideration by committee
· Any penalty under handicapper consistency points will be subject to the discretion of the handicapper
· This finding will be referred to the club committee for further consideration under the code of conduct policy of the of the club


